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Holy Communion
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church w A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace

Gathering
The carillon is rung and calls all to a time of silence in preparation for worship.
Prayers for this time are found on page 72 in the front of the hymnal.

Prelude
From All that Dwell Below the Skies - arr., Marshall S. Barnhouse III
The assembly stands and turns to face the cross.
The Holy
Spirit calls us
together on
the first day
of the week,
the day of
Christ’s
resurrection.
At the font, the
church recalls
and gives thanks
for God’s saving
action in water
and, trusting in
God’s promise,
asks God to do
with this water all
that God has
promised to do in
baptism.

Gathering Song
You Are Holy/ Du är helig
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All sing together once through.
Then sing in canon two more times, starting with the pulpit side.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
The presiding minister continues with prayer. At the conclusion of the
thanksgiving, the assembly is sprinkled with water as a reminder of the gift of
baptism. All may make the sign of the cross when touched with water.
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Kyrie
Even in the light
of the joy of the
resurrection, we
plead for God’s
mercy and peace
on us and for the
whole world.
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Canticle of Praise

The Song of the
Lamb from
Revelation
concludes our
time of gathering
as we prepare to
feast on the word
of God.
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Prayer of the Day
The assembly is seated.

Palabra Word
God speaks to
us in scripture
reading,
silence,
preaching,
and song.

Acts 11:1-18

First Reading

Psalm 148

Psalm

The assembly sings the refrain after the cantor/choir, then the verses in bold to the
Psalm tone below.
Refrain

Psalm Tone

4

1

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens;
praise God | in the heights.
2
Praise the Lord, | all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3
Praise the Lord, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you | shining stars.
4
Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
who commanded, and they | were created,
6
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away. - Refrain

7

Praise the Lord | from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, | snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will;
9
mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
10
wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and | flying birds;
11
sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
12
young | men and maidens,
old and | young together. – Refrain
13
Let them praise the name | of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
14
The Lord has raised up strength for the people
and praise for all | faithful servants,
the children of Israel,
a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah! - Refrain
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The meditation
bell calls us to a
time of silent
reflection as we
continue to listen
how God speaks
through the
scriptures.

Revelation 21:1-6

Second Reading
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation
Leader, then all.

Proper verse: Everyone will know that you are my disciples if you
have love for one another. (John 13:35)
The alleluias are repeated.

John 13:31-35

Gospel
At the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.
At the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.
The alleluias are repeated.
The assembly is seated.

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Hymn of the Day
With High Delight, Let Us Unite
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We boldly
confess our faith
with the whole
church.

Nicene Creed

Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. + Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Peace
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say
Peace be with you or similar words. Then the assembly is seated for the
congregational announcements.

Cena
God feeds us
with the real
presence of
Jesus Christ.

Meal
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. Loose offerings go to ELCA World Hunger.

Know that God Loves You

- Carson P. Cooman

Know that God loves you. God’s command is this: “Love one another as I have
loved you.” Know that God loves you. For neither death nor life, nor present nor
future, shall separate us from the love of God. Know that God loves you.

The assembly stands.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
The assisting minister leads an offering prayer.
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Great Thanksgiving

We are invited to
join with Mary
Magdalene,
Peter, and all
creation in
singing the song
of the angels as
we cry: Holy,
holy, holy!

The presiding minister continues with the preface; the assembly responds:
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Response after the prayer:

The great thanksgiving concludes:

The bread is broken for communion.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The assembly is seated.
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Communion
All who desire communion are welcome at Christ’s table. People may come
forward for communion. Bread is received in the hands. Wine may be received by
the pouring chalice into individual cups. You may also reverence the presence of
Christ in the chalice with a solemn bow. Gluten free bread is available. People
choosing not to commune are invited forward for a blessing and may indicate so
by folding hands across the chest.

Lamb of God
We keep the
feast by
becoming what
we eat. We are
strengthened for
resurrected life
by feasting on
the Paschal Lamb
and sharing in a
foretaste of the
feast to come.

God Welcomes All

paperless

I Received the Living God
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The assembly stands.

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

Prayer after Communion
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Envío Sending
God blesses
us and sends
us in mission
to the world.

Our Easter
celebration
continues. The
season of Easter
is a “week of
weeks”– seven
weeks – until the
outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on the
Day of Pentecost.

Blessing
Sending Song
God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me

ACS #1084

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia
Postlude
I Will Extol You, My God and King

- Colin Mawby

Music and texts of the liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23242. Psalm 148 by Carl Schalk
from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Cover art: Sculpture Heaven Holds
a Sense of Wonder by Famke van Wijk.
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Today’s Texts.

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Lord is
making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us.
Today the Lord Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness
and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
First Reading: Acts 11:1-18
In defense of his earlier baptism of pagan believers, Peter demonstrates to the members
of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in
Jesus’ own testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.
1

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God.2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying,
and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from
heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard
a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for
nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very
moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These
six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he
had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who
is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will
be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at
the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could
hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying,
“Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
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Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6
John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with
us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped
away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.
1

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with
them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for
the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
Gospel: John 13:31-35
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer,
Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to
death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.
31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
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