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Welcome to Immanuel
The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and
grace.
We are united in God’s love for us in Jesus, poured out for the world through
our service to Christ. Our faith made active in love opens doors for all people
to encounter God’s love hidden in Christ, the source of our hope.
We rejoice that diversity in God’s creation enriches, nurtures, and challenges
our life and ministry as followers of Jesus Christ and as servants in the world.
Because we believe that God’s grace is truly amazing, we are committed to
welcoming all people to this place. No matter where you come from, no matter
what age, race, socio-economic, family, or immigration status, no matter your
gender identity or sexual orientation, you are welcome here.

Immanuel Staff
Rev. Montgomery Johnson, Pastor
Adriana Rivera, Minister of Youth and Household
Julia Steiner, Parish Administrator
Marcia Smith, Parish Nurse
Brad Whaley, Cantor
Kevin Davis-Crowder, Congregation President

773.758.2936
dri.rivera.ect@gmail.com
773.743.1820 (office)
773.743.1831
cantor@immanuelchicago.org
graceisstyle@hotmail.com

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church
1500 W. Elmdale Ave.
Chicago, IL 60660
Web: immanuellutheranchicago.org
Email: churchonelmdale@gmail.com
Phone: 773.743.1820
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: @immanuellutheranchicago

Grace is for everyone, or it isn’t grace.
It’s that simple, it’s that amazing
This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community,
please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org.

New here? We’re glad you’re with us!

In Our Prayers
To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on
the list for four weeks unless noted otherwise. Names are not published
without permission.
Pete Pedersen- Undergoing chemo.
Griffin- Former student and friend of Pat Heineman-Vernon.
Edie Lange- Grieving the loss of her sister June.
Nancy Carlson- For healing.
Family of James Doyle- Friend of Barta Wilson, recently passed away.
Diana Breting- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing.
Mary Henry- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing.
Ken & Donna Olsen- For healing.
Dorothy Webster -For healing.
Dorothy Rasmussen- Member, in hospice.
For all victims of white supremacist violence and their loved ones
For all victims of gun violence and their loved ones
For the people of Ukraine and all harmed by war
For safety and support for refugees everywhere
For teachers and health care workers
For all affected by natural disasters and climate change
For those serving in the military
For leaders in our government
For the care and protection of the “Dreamers”
For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries
For farmers and others losing livelihood through change
For those recovering from surgery
For the understanding of and care for our environment

This Week at Immanuel
SUNDAY, September 25th

10:10 AM Silent Prayer-In Your Home
10:30 AM Worship
11:20 AM Godly Play
11:45 AM Coffee Hour
MONDAY, September 26th

10:30 AM Playgroup in the Park
11:00 AM Get Moving Walking Group
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring
TUESDAY, September 27th

11:30 AM Immanuel Seniors
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring
WEDNESDAY, September 28th

7:00 PM Ignatian Daily Examen
THURSDAY, September 29th

9:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM ECT Youth
FRIDAY, September 30th

11:00 AM Get Moving Walking Group
SATURDAY, October 1st

10:30 AM AA
SUNDAY, October 2nd

10:10 AM Silent Prayer-In Your Home
10:30 AM Worship
11:20 AM Godly Play
11:45 AM Congregational Budget Hearing

For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to
God. If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees!
To find out more about all the wonderful Children,
Youth & Family Activities, use your smart phone to scan
this QR symbol.
Catch up on the activities and service opportunities
available at Immanuel.
Use your smart phone to scan this QR symbol. We are
glad you’re here!

Thank you, Brad!
Please join us after worship today to celebrate our outgoing cantor Brad Whaley. If
you would like to contribute to Brad’s thank you gift, you can leave it in today’s
offering plate or donate online at https://bit.ly/3C29tjJ. Thank you!
Update: Congregational Budget Hearing
This year's congregational budget hearing will take place after worship on
Sunday, October 2nd in Founders Hall. Finance Committee will present its first
draft of the 2023 budget before opening the floor for feedback and discussion. This
meeting will be hybrid, and prep materials and a Zoom link will be available in
the September 30th edition of the enews.
CROP Walk 2022
Church World Service's annual CROP walk is back in Chicago on Sunday, October
16! There are both 1 mile and 5K routes, and your gift supports both CWS's work
with local food banks and community development programs around the world. The
walk steps off from First Immanuel Lutheran Church (1124 S Ashland on the Near
West Side) at 1:30 PM. Visit https://bit.ly/3y7v7Rl to sign up to walk with
Immanuel's team, make a donation, and learn more about your gift's
impact!
If you have additional questions, please contact Henrietta Lowery at 312-533-8367.

Godly Play is Back!
After a 2.5 year hiatus, Godly Play (you may also know it as Sunday School) is
starting up again today! Godly Play is a creative, imaginative approach to Christian
formation and spiritual guidance with a Montessori foundation of 40+ years of
research and practice.
In our culture, children are too often manipulated by media and consumerism. They
are bombarded by pressures to possess, achieve, and perform. In Godly Play, they
are given a few simple words, simple images and deep quiet. They are asked to sit in
a circle and listen. They are asked to imagine and wonder and play. They are invited
to meet with their Creator and Redeemer in God’s own story.
This curriculum is adaptable to fit all ages. Godly Play begins every Sunday after
Communion and ends at 12:15 PM.
Tutors Wanted!
Please contact Edie Lange if you are interested in being a tutor this school year. We
tutor on Monday and Tuesday nights from 6:30 to 8:00 PM downstairs in the Olin
Center. Our goal is to match one student with one tutor who will help with
homework and be a mentor for good study habits. We have students ranging from
kindergarten to high school. You could volunteer for Mondays or Tuesdays or both
nights.
For more information or to sign up, contact Edie by email at elange3422@gmail.com
or by phone at 773-732-7553.
The Ignatian Daily Examen- Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM.
(September 21st – November 9th)
The Ignatian Examen, or the Daily Examen, is a contemplative prayer led by
memory. This prayer practice helps cultivate and refine an awareness of God’s
presence. The process is simple. We’re invited to encounter God, express gratitude
for the gift and gifts of each day and plan for how to apply whatever wisdom we have
gleaned for tomorrow. The Daily Examen teaches us to pay careful attention for how
the Spirit is moving. It is like a magnifying glass to find God’s fingerprints in the
seemingly ordinary moments of our daily lives.
Come learn a simple, time-tested way to pray. Leave with a powerful, portable tool
for faith!

