Holy Communion
Sunday, November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church w A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace

Gathering
The carillon is rung and calls all to a time of silence in preparation for worship.
Prayers for this time are found on pg. 72 in the front of the hymnal.

Prelude
Wachet auf, ruff uns die Stimme, BWV 645

- J.S. Bach

The assembly stands.

Gathering Song
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

#436

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing.
Let us gather under the wings of God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—
those known to us that burden our hearts,
and those unknown to us but seen by you.
We know that before you nothing remains hidden,
and in you everything is revealed.
Free us from the slavery of sin;
liberate us from the bondage of guilt;
work in us that which is pleasing in your sight;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The confession
draws on images
from the Song of
Zechariah
(Benedictus),
sung at the birth
of John the
Baptist.
(Luke 1:68-79

From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness.
The assembly responds: Amen.
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The time of gathering song continues with an “O” Antiphon.
Repeat after the choir. Sing either line.
As we prepare
for the
incarnation in
this Advent
season, we join
in singing the
ancient “O”
Antiphons and
pray for the Lord
to quickly come.

O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel,
Come.
you open, and no one can close,
Come.
you close, and no one can open:
Come.
Come and free the captives dwelling in death’s shadow. Refrain
Greeting
Prayer of the Day
The assembly is seated.
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Palabra Word

In the liturgy of
the word of God,
the scriptures
are embodied
through song,
silence,
preaching, and
prayer. All are
the word; all are
proclamation

Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122

First Reading
Psalm

The assembly sings the refrain after the cantor/choir, then the verses in bold to the
Psalm tone below.
Refrain

Psalm Tone

1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.
- Refrain
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
4

7

Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” - Refrain
The meditation
bell calls the
assembly to a
time of silent
reflection as God
continues to
speak through
the Scriptures

Romans 13:11-14

Second Reading
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation
Choir, then all.

Proper verse: Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord,* and grant us | your
salvation. Alleluia. (Ps. 85:7)
The alleluias are repeated.
An ancient
practice at the
announcement of
the gospel is to
make a sign of
the cross on the
forehead, the
lips, and the
heart, that the
good news may
be in our minds,
on our lips, and
in our hearts.

Matthew 24:36-44

Gospel
At the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.
At the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.
The alleluias are repeated.

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Hymn of the Day
All Earth is Hopeful/Toda la tierra

#266

Verse 1: Spanish
Verses 2-5: English

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. + Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Peace
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say
Peace be with you or similar words. Then the assembly is seated for the
congregational announcements.

Cena
God feeds us
with the real
presence of
Jesus Christ.

Meal
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. Loose offerings go to Immanuel’s General Fund. During this time an
offering of music is made.

Advent Supplication

- Hal Hopson

Text can be found in ELW 245.
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Great Thanksgiving

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds:
We join with all
the saints and
angels, with the
choirs of heaven,
and all creation in
singing “Holy” at
the throne of the
Lamb.
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Together with all people of every time and every place, we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Through him, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, now and forever:

The great thanksgiving concludes:
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The assembly is seated.

Communion
All who desire communion are welcome at Christ’s table. People may come
forward to the rail for communion. Bread is received in the hands. Wine may be
received by the pouring chalice into individual cups. You may also reverence the
presence of Christ in the chalice with a solemn bow. Gluten free bread is available.
People choosing not to commune are invited forward for a blessing and may
indicate so by folding hands across the chest.

Lamb of God

Wait for the Lord

#262
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After all have communed, the assembly stands.

Now, Lord

Prayer after Communion
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Envío
God blesses
us and sends
us in mission
to the world.

Sending
Blessing
Sending Song
Joy to the World

#267

Dismissal
Having tasted the
foretaste of the
feast to come, we
are sent forth to
watch and wait
for God, lost in
the joy of God’s
goodness and
love.

Postlude
Wachet auf, ruff uns die Stimme

- Johann Gottfried Walther
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Today’s Texts

First Sunday of Advent

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor
hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the
holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for
the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us
this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go
forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the
nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
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Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light
of Christ’s coming in the future.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be
aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of
the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be
left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be
left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”
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Readings for the Week

First Week of Advent

Monday—Wednesday reflect on the previous Sunday’s readings.
Thursday—Saturday prepare for next Sunday.
Monday
Psalm 124; Genesis 8:1-19; Romans 6:1-11
Tuesday
Psalm 124; Genesis 9:1-17; Hebrews 11:32-40
Wednesday Psalm 124; Isaiah 54:1-10; Matthew 24:23-35
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 1:12-17, 21-26
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;Isaiah 30:19-26; Acts 13:16-25
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Isaiah 40:1-11; John 1:19-28
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

15

Welcome to Immanuel
We rejoice that diversity in God’s creation enriches, nurtures and challenges
our life and ministry as followers of Jesus Christ and as servants in the world.
Because we believe with Jesus that God’s grace is truly amazing we are
committed to welcoming all people to this place no matter where you come
from, no matter what age, race, socio-economic or family status, no matter what
gender identity or sexual orientation.
Grace is for everyone or it isn’t grace. It’s that simple. It’s that amazing!

16

