
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

   
 
 

 
 

 
 

February 5, 2023 
 

Welcome to Immanuel 
 

The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and 
grace. 

 
 
 
 

• We are a community rooted in worship of the resurrected Christ. 
• God in Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do. 
• We welcome all people, receiving their stories without judgement. 
• We value transparency, accuracy, and timeliness in all 

communications. 
• We steer into the hard questions knowing we are safe in God’s grace. 
• We are eager to follow the Sprit’s lead into the future. 
• We nurture all people to embody God’s work in the world. 
• Our walk matches our talk. 
• The arena for living our faith is the world. 
• We encourage each other in the way of the cross. 

 

 
 
This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All 
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you 
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community, 
please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org. 
 

New here?  We’re glad you’re with us!  
 
 
 
 

Serving Today 
Preaching Minister    Pastor Monte Johnson  
Presiding Minister    Pastor Monte Johnson 
Assisting Minister    Donna Bartz 
Reader    TBD 
Musicians    William Beermann, interim cantor 
  The Immanuel Choir   
Welcome Host  Kevin Davis-Crowder 
Crucifer/Communion Assistant Libby Trost 
Bread Baker  William Beermann 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1500 W. Elmdale Ave.  Chicago, IL  60660 

Web: immanuellutheranchicago.org  
Email: churchonelmdale@gmail.com 

Phone: 773.743.1820 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: @immanuellutheranchicago 

Immanuel Staff 
Rev. Montgomery Johnson, Pastor    773.758.2936   
Adriana Rivera, Minister of Youth and Household   dri.rivera.ect@gmail.com 
Julia Steiner, Parish Administrator    773.743.1820 (office) 
Marcia Smith, Parish Nurse     773.743.1831 
William Beermann, Interim Cantor      
Kevin Davis-Crowder, Congregation President   graceisstyle@hotmail.com 



In Our Prayers 
To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on 
the list for four weeks unless requested otherwise. Names are not published 
without permission. 
      
Angela Adefioye- For healing. 
Al Zins- Brother-in-law of Pat Heineman-Vernon, for comfort following a 
dementia diagnosis. 
Linnea Ross- For healing. 
Rick- Friend of Barta Wilson who is undergoing cancer treatment. 
Georgiana Micholas- For healing. 
Diana Breting- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. 
Mary Henry- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. 
Dorothy Webster -For healing. 
Dorothy Rasmussen- Member, in hospice. 
 
For all victims of white supremacist violence and their loved 
ones 
For all victims of gun violence and their loved ones 
For the people of Ukraine and all harmed by war 
For safety and support for refugees everywhere 
For teachers and health care workers 
For all affected by natural disasters and climate change 
For those serving in the military  
For leaders in our government 
For the care and protection of the “Dreamers” 
For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries 
For farmers and others losing livelihood through change 
For those recovering from surgery 
For the understanding of and care for our environment 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This Week at Immanuel 
 

SUNDAY, February 5th     
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Godly Play 
11:45 AM Coffee Hour 
 
MONDAY, February 6th    
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 
TUESDAY, February 7th  
10:30 AM Playgroup 
11:30 AM Immanuel Seniors 
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 8th  
 
THURSDAY, February 9th  
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
10:30 AM Playgroup 
7:00 PM ECT Confirmation 
 
FRIDAY, February 10th  
4:00 PM Online Prayer Circle  
 
SATURDAY, February 11th   
10:30 AM AA 
 
SUNDAY, February 12th    
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Congregational Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to 
God.  If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving 
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please 
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees! 

 
 
To find out more about all the wonderful Children, 
Youth & Family Activities, use your smart phone to scan 
this QR symbol.   

 
Catch up on the activities and service opportunities 
available at Immanuel.  
Use your smart phone to scan this QR symbol. We are 
glad you’re here! 
 

What’s that insert? 
For those of you interested in more information following last week’s sermon on gun 
violence, please see the insert in this week’s bulletin or the stack on the welcome 
table in the narthex. 
 
Congregational Meeting Next Week 
Our winter semi-annual congregational meeting will occur after worship next week 
Sunday, February 12. We will hear some brief updates from congregational leaders 
and annual reports will be available for distribution at that time. 
 
On The Way in 2023 
On the Way is a time to inquire, explore, prepare, and discover – a process of 
spiritual growth and renewal where we gather around the word of God and reflect on 
our relationship with Jesus Christ. Our journey follows an ancient process of 
welcoming adult believers to the faith. Your questions, your doubts, and your hopes 
are all welcome here as we look for answers together. 
 
On the Way may be different things for different people. For those not baptized, it is 
initiation. For the baptized it is growth, deepening faith and strengthening ministry. 
For some, it is a way to become a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church. For 
others, it may simply be a way to discover more about God and life in Christ. On the 
Way is the journey of a lifetime. 
 

Our journey begins in the side chapel after worship Sunday February 19, 12:00 noon 
–1:30. A light lunch is included. Other dates include February 26; March 19; April 
2, April 8, April 16; May 7, May 21 and May 28th (dates of worship rites involving 
participants are in bold). 
 
Meet our New Cantor! 
We announce with joy that Dr. Ricardo Ramirez will serve as our new Cantor starting 
on February 20. His first worship service with us will be on Ash Wednesday 
(February 22).  
 
Ricardo Ramirez is former Director of Music 
and Organist for the Cathedral of the Holy Name, 
Chicago. 
 

Born in Eagle Pass, Texas, Dr. Ramirez attended 
the University of Notre Dame, earning two 
undergraduate degrees simultaneously: B.S. in 
electrical engineering, and B.M. in organ 
performance. He later received a Master of Music 
degree from Southern Methodist University in 
Dallas, Texas, and he earned the Doctor of Musical 
Arts Degree from the Eastman School of Music, 
Rochester, New York.  
 

A prolific composer, he has composed sacred works for chorus and organ as well 
instrumental music. His oratorio, Huei tlamahuicoltica – The Great Event, 
premiered on the Feast of the Virgin Guadalupe on December 12, 2008. Based on the 
Codex Escalada, the oratorio relates the story of the apparition of the Virgin Mary 
(Lady of Guadalupe) to Juan Diego in 1531. The choruses, arias and recitatives 
combine folkloric elements with modern musical styles and are in the languages of 
English, Spanish and Nahuatl. 
 
Among Dr. Ramirez’s specializations in organ repertoire is French organ music of 
the twentieth century, including the complete organ works of Maurice Duruflé and 
the six symphonies for organ of Louis Vierne.  
 
He is past Dean of the Chicago Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Prior to 
arriving at Immanuel, he was Organist for Barrington First Methodist Church. 
 


