congregarse

The Holy
Spirit calls
us together
as the
people of
God.

Holy Communion

Sunday, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

Immanuel Lutheran Church ¢ A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace

Gathering

The carillon is rung and calls all to a time of silence in preparation for worship.
Prayers for this time are found on pg. 72 in the front of the hymnal.

Prelude
Veni, Veni Emmanuel -Leo Sowerby

The assembly stands.

Choral Introit
O Oriens (from O Antiphons) -Jeffrey Bersch
O Oriens, Splendor lucis aeternae: Come, and enlighten those who
sit in darkness, in the shadow of death.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, Creator, Redeemer,
Sustainer.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s loving forgiveness, let us in silence confess our
failings and acknowledge our part in the pain of the world.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.



This rite of
Confession is
taken from the
morning prayer
liturgy of the lona
community in
Scotland.

Before God,

with the people of God,

I confess to turning away from God

in the ways I wound my life,

the lives of others,

and the life of the world

May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable
you to grow in love.

Amen.

Before God, with the people of God,

we confess to turning away from God

in the ways we wound our lives,

the lives of others

and the life of the world.

May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you
to grow in love.

Amen.

With the whole church

We affirm that we are made in God’s image, befriended by
Christ,

empowered by the Spirit.

With people everywhere
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,
Planted more deeply than all that is wrong.

With all creation
We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, the unfolding
purposes of God,

for ever at work in ourselves and the world.



In Advent, we
hear stories of
the second
coming of Christ
and prepare for
the incarnation at
Christmas. In the
liturgy, we sing
the seven "O”
antiphons
throughout
November and
advent and pray
for Christ to
come dwell with
us.
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Palabra

God speaks to
us in scripture
reading,
preaching,
song, and
silence.

Gathering Song
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Em-man - u-el___ shall come to you, O Is - ra-el.
Greeting

Response: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

The assembly is seated.

Word

First Reading
Response: Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 11:1-10



Psalm Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
The choir sings the refrain, the assembly sings the verses in bold.

Refrain:
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In  his days jus - tice will  flourish;
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!Give the king your jus-  tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king’s son;
2that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
3that the mountains may bring prosperity ! to the people,
and the ! hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy a-' mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor. - Refrain.
*May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation ! to another.
5Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
"In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no
more.
18Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel;
you alone do ' wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- ' men. Amen.
-Refrain.



An ancient
practice at the
announcement of
the gospel is to
make a sign of
the cross on the
forehead, the
lips, and the
heart, that the
good news may
be in our minds,
on our lips, and
in our hearts.

Second Reading
Response: Thanks be to God.

Romans 15:4-13

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation

Choir, then all.
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Al-le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le - lu-ia.

Repeat alleluia
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Proper verse: Prepare the way of the Lord.
All flesh shall see the salvation of God. (Luke 3:4, 6)

The alleluias are repeated.

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

At the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.
At the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Hymn of the Day

OnJordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry #249



Creed Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Ibelieve in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. + Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Peace
Response: And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say

Peace be with you or similar words. Then the assembly is seated for the
congregational announcements.



Cena

God feeds us
with the real
presence of
Jesus Christ.

Meal

Offering

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. Loose offerings go to Care for Real, the Edgewater neighborhood’s food
pantry. The choir makes an offering of music.

Advent Glad Song
REFRAIN:
Heartily rejoice! Shout for joy, O Zion!
O heartily rejoice, O daughter of Jerusalem.

-Suzanne Toolan, SM

1. Aherald’s voice in the desert; Make ready the way of the Lord. His path
make straight. The Lord will come to us. Make ready the way of the

Lord. REFRAIN

2. Ev’ry valley shall be filled. Make ready the way of the Lord. His path make
straight. The rough ways will be smooth. Make ready the way of the

Lord. REFRAIN

3. Ev’ry mountain shall be leveled. Make ready the way of the Lord. His path
make straight. And we shall see our God! Make ready the way of the

Lord. REFRAIN

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful #184
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.



We join with all
the saints and
angels, with the
choirs of heaven,
and all creation in
singing “Holy” at
the throne of the
Lamb.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And alsowith you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds:
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Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The thanksgiving continues with the following responses:

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.



Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One, Ancient of Days,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving concludes:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.



Communion

All who desire communion are welcome at Christ’s table. People may come
forward to the rail on the altar for communion. Bread is received in the hands.
Wine may be received by the pouring chalice into individual cups. You may also
reverence the presence of Christ in the chalice with a solemn bow. Gluten free
bread is available. People choosing not to commune are invited forward to the rail
for a blessing and may indicate so by folding hands across the chest.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace. A - men.
In Silence We Wait All Creation Sings #998
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come to us; bring us your light.



Envio

God blesses
us and
sends us in
mission to
the world.

This non-
traditional
blessing was
written for a
college
graduation by
Benedictine nun
Sister Ruth
Marlene Fox in
1985.

All Earth is Hopeful #266

After all have communed, the assembly stands.

Prayer after Communion
Sending

Blessing
Response after each sentence: Amen.

Sending Song
Prepare the Royal Highway #264

Dismissal
Response: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Trio super “Nun komm der Heiden Heiland” -1.S. Bach
BWYV 660




HYMN OF THE DAY- On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (#249
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ry life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord 1S nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for  God with - in, and  let us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace we
rise to fall no more;  oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad td - ings of the  King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

COMMUNION HYMN- In Silence We Wait (ACS #998)

N \ .
A J J J ] T I I ;
© z —te—a——
” R—
_‘-
In si - lence we wait, in dark - ness you
N
) A —
b | I I f )
Ld [ | | [ I | 1
P | I | | 1
@—‘—l 4 T (4 > o 0O

come to us; bring us your light.



COMMUNION HYMN- All Earth is Hopeful (#266)

cla - ma jus - ti - cia
God’s truth and jus - tice
stores hope and cour-age
clear
Je -

y bus - ca la ver-dad.
set ev - ‘ry-bod-y free.
to chil - dren of this earth.
ev - ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
sus is with us, and
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To - da la tie - rra es - pe -raal Sal - va - dor
1 Al earth is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun - tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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ev-er sets us free.



SENDING SONG- Prepare the Royal Highway (#264)
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - 'ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!



Today’s Texts Second Sunday of Advent

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and
make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all,
especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf
will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s
table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of
God has come near.

Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the
stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity
and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. *The spirit of the Lordshall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord. *His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; *but with righteousness he shall judge
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around
his loins. °The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. "The
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox. ¥The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the



weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. °They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea. '°0On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each
other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have
hope.’May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ®so that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Welcome
one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. ®For
I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth
of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, >and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your
name”; '%and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; ''and
again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; ?and
again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” '*May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to
mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, >“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” *This is the one
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”” *“Now John



wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. °Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going
out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, ®and they were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. “But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit worthy of repentance. *Do
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

1%Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. !“I baptize you with water for
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "*His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Readings for the Week Second Sunday of Advent

Monday—Wednesday reflect on the previous Sunday’s readings.
Thursday—Saturday prepare for next Sunday.

Monday  Psalm 21;Isaiah 24:1-16a; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
Tuesday Psalm 21;Isaiah 41:14-20; Romans 15:14-21
Wednesday Psalm 21; Genesis 15:1-18; Matthew 12:33-37

Thursday Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 1:6-18; 2 Peter 3:1-10

Friday Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:11-18

Saturday Psalm 146:5-10; 1 Samuel 2:1-8; Luke 3:1-18

Sunday Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
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WELCOME TO IMMANUEL

We rejoice that diversity in God’s creation
enriches, nurtures, and challenges our life together
as followers of Jesus Christ and as servants to the world.

Because we believe that God’s grace is truly amazing,
we are committed to welcoming all people to this place.
No matter where you come from, no matter what age, race,
socio-economic, family, or immigration status,
no matter what gender identity,
or sexual orientation, you are welcome here.

Grace is for everyone or it isn’t grace. It’s that simple, it’s that amazing!

mmanuel

LUTHERAN CHICAGO




