Al
congregarse

The Holy Spirit
gathers us
together as our
Advent cries of
“"Come, Lord
Jesus” are
fulfilled in the
birth of Jesus,
even as we await
his return in

glory.

The procession of
the cross
symbolizes
Christ’s entrance
into the midst of
the assembly.

As a sign of
reverence to
Christ and the
symbol of our
salvation, people
may turn and
bow as it passes.

Holy Communion

Second Sunday of Christmas/

Epiphany of Our Lord
Sunday, January 4, 2026

Immanuel Lutheran Church ¢ A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace

Gathering
The carillon is rung and calls all to a time of silence in preparation for worship.

Prelude
Prélude sur l'introit de 'Epiphanie en la mineur - Maurice Duruflé

Gathering Song
Oh Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! #308

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other.

Glory to God in the highest! Christ the Savior is born.
Christ is born indeed. Glory to God in the highest!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



NGy
g
Jl
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begins with a plea In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
for God’s mercy.

A @
Lord, have mer - Cy.

{I | I | 1
|
I

I ] 1 I

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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gra - cious Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us,
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Canticle of Praise

V4%
0" D ¢

high

the

in

God

to

Glo - ry

earth.

on

peo - ple

God’s

and peace to

est,

and

al - might - y God

heav - en - ly King,

God,

Lord

[ (4wl

give you thanks, we

we

wor - ship you,

we

[ (oYl 2|

Je sus

Lord

glo Ty.

your

you for

praise

)’
V4N
[ (4wl

|
I
70

Fa - ther,

the

of

Son

on - ly

Christ,

€

sin

1T

|
1 D

of the

take a - way the

Lamb of God, you

Lord God,



the

at
prayer.
you a -

One,

seat - ed

-

our

ly

you are

re - ceive

us;

Ho

Fa - ther:
are the

cy on

‘;,/’

mer

the

have

right hand of
For you a - lone

world:

|

[ (4wl

0" D ¢

AN\IVJ

High,

men.

earth.

in the glo - ry of

on

high

are the Most

in the
peo - ple

Spir - it,

a - lone

you
ther.
God
to God’s

with the Ho -1y

Lord,
Fa

to
peace

the

are

the
Glo - ry
and

Je-sus Christ,

lone
God
est,

1 D
1 D

[ ([anYdll/]

Prayer of the Day
Response: Amen.
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Palabra

The word of God
is incarnate
through the
reading and

hearing of
scripture. Our
response to this
word is made
through song,
silence,
proclamation,
and prayer.

The meditation
bell calls the
assembly to a
time of silent
reflection as God
continues to
speak through
the Scriptures.

Word

First Reading
Response: Thanks be to God.

Psalm

verses in bold.

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
The choir introduces the refrain, the assembly repeats it. The assembly sings the

Refrain:
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All kings shall bow down be - fore him.

Psalm tone:

0 4

&

J ot L ® G ot r - &

! Give the king your jus- ' tice, O God,
and your righteousness to  the king’s son;
” that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
’ that the mountains may bring prosperity ! to the people,
and the ! hills, in righteousness.
*Let him defend the needy a- mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor. - Refrain.
° May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation ! to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
"In his time may the ! righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall | be no more.
' May the kings of Tarshish and of the ! isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba ! offer gifts. - Refrain.



' May all kings bow | down before him,
and all the nations ! do him service.

" For the king delivers the poor who cry out ! in distress,
the oppressed, and those who | have no helper.

'“ He has compassion on the low- | Iy and poor,

and preserves the lives | of the needy.
'* From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives,
and precious is their blood ! in his sight. - Refrain.
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All kings shall bow down be - fore him.

Second Reading

Response: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Ephesians 3:1-12
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Proper verse: We have observed his star lat its rising,* and have come to |

worship him. (Matt. 2:2)
The alleluias are repeated.

Gospel

At the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Matthew 2:1-12



The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Hymn of the Day

When a Star is Shining All Creation Sings #915
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1 When a star is shin-ing 0 - ver east - emn hills,
2 Where the world is wait-ing for an un-known day,
3 Lead us on, O Day-star, in the qui - et night;
n ) H [—
D7 AN ITUAL ) | I | f 1
——————= '
I I > | I I | v t
J - o ° * I —
when the air is si - lent, and the clam-or stills,
where a voice  for - got - ten cries, “Pre - pare the way!”
guide us through the shad-ow with your gen-tle light;
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when the night is wait-ing, and the old hopes rise,
Where an earth-ly pow-er makes the heart turn  cold,
show us in a man-ger our re-demp-tion’s sign;
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then the time has rip - ened and the heart grows wise.
there the gifts are of - fered— in - cense, myrrh, and gold
bring us to a morn-ing where the prom - ise  shines.
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to a morn-ing where the prom - ise shines.
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Creed Nicene Creed
We boldly

confess the faith ~ We believe in one God,
of the church and the Father, the Almighty,
the faith of
baptism. maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. + Amen.
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Cena

In the Eucharistic
meal, God again
becomes
incarnate in, with,
and under the
earthly elements
of bread and wine.
Through this
simple meal we
share in God'’s
abundant reign of
peace and justice.

Prayers of Intercession

Leader All
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Hear us, O  God. Your mer-cy is  great.
Peace

Glory to God in the highest! Christ the Savior is born.
Christ is born indeed. Glory to God in the highest!

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

Meal

Offering

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. Loose offerings go to Care for Real, the Edgewater food pantry. The choir
makes an offering of music

Out of the Orient Crystal Skies - Richard Zgodava

Out of the orient, crystal skies A blazing star did shine, Showing the place where
poorly lies A blessed Babe divine.

This shining star three kings did guide Even from the farthest East, To Bethlehem
where it betide This blessed Babe did rest,

Born of a maid of royal blood Who Mary called by name, A sacred rose which
once did bud By grace of heavenly flame.

And for the joy of His great birth A thousand angels sing: "Glory and peace unto
the earth Where born is this new King!"



The assembly stands.

Bless-ed be God, the source of all life, the word of sal -
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life, the word of sal - va-tion, the spir - it of mer - cy.
Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Christ comes to
dwell in us in the
humble gifts of
bread and wine,
like the humble
stable at
Bethlehem.

The thanksgiving includes the following sung response:
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
The great thanksgiving concludes:
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

The bread is broken and all are invited to the table.

The assembly is seated.
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Envio

We are sent forth
to bring the good
news of the
angels to a dark
and weary world.

Communion

All who believe in the real presence of Christ in this meal and who desire
communion are welcome at the Lord’s table. People may come forward at the
direction of the ushers. Bread is received in the hands. Notify the minister if a
gluten-free option is needed. People who choose not to commune may indicate so
by folding hands across the chest.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
The First Noel #300
The assembly stands.

Prayer after Communion
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Envio

We are sent forth
to bring the good
news of the
angels to a dark
and weary world.

Sending
The assembly follows the cross and ministers out to the Narthex.

This Little Light of Mine #H677
(Verses 1 &2)

Blessing of the Chalk and Door
As the image of God, with Christ Mercy, filled with the Spirit, may
we go forth to love and serve all creation.

The presiding minister or other appropriate leader then writes and speaks
above the doorway following the blessing: “20 + C[hristus]
MJansionem] *+ B[enedicat] -+ 26”

Amen.

Sending Song
This Little Light of Mine H#677
(Verse 3)

Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest! Christ the Savior is born.
Christ is born indeed. Glory to God in the highest!

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern, BWV 739 -1.S. Bach

Liturgical texts and music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23242 and
ONELicense Annual License A-711897. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Psalm 72 refrain by Robert Hobby from
Psalter for Worship, Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Prayer response © 2016
Daniel E. Schwandt. All rights reserved.
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GATHERING SONG- Oh Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
(#308)
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1 O Morm - ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with
2 Come, pre - cious dia - mond, light di - vine, and deep with -
3 Lord, when you look on us in love, at once there
4 Al - might - y Fa - ther, in your Son you loved us,
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God’s own truth and light, a - glow with grace and mer - cy!
in our hearts now shine; there light a flame wun-dy - ing!
falls from God a - bove a ray of pur - est plea - sure.
when not yet be - gun was this  old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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of Ja - cob’s line, King Da-vid’s son, our Lord and Sav - ior,
In your one bod -y let us be as liv - ing branch - es
Your word and Spir - it, flesh and blood re - fresh our souls with
Your Son has ran-somed us in love to live in him here
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you have won our hearts to serve you on - ly! Low - ly,
of a free, your life our lives sup-ply - ing.  Now, though
heav’'n-ly  food. You are our dear - est trea - sure! Let your
and a - bove: this is your great sal-va - tion. Al - le -
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ho - ly! Great and  glo - rious, all vic - to - rious, rich
dai - ly earth’s deep sad - ness may per - plex us and
mer - cy warm and cheer wus! Oh, draw near wus! For
Iu - ia! Christ  the liv - ing, to us giv - ing  life
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in bless - ing! Rule and might o’er all pos -sess - ing!

dis - tress  us, yet  with heav’'n - ly joy you bless us.
you teach us God’s own love through you has reached us.
for - ev - er, keeps us yours and fails us nev - er!

5 Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! 6 What joy to know, when life is past,

Our joy be all with music crowned, the Lord we love is first and last,
our voices gaily blending! the end and the beginning!

For Christ goes with us all the way— He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
today, tomorrow, ev'ry day! transport us to that happy place

His love is never ending! beyond all tears and sinning!

Sing out! Ring out! Amen! Amen!

Jubilation! Come, Lord Jesus!

Exultation! Crown of gladness!

Tell the story! We are yearning

Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory! for the day of your returning.



COMMUNION HYMN- The First Noel (#300)
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1 Peo - ple who walk in dark-ness have sought a light in the
2 How can we tell a heav-en from hell if ev-'ry- one
3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the
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heart of the dark - est night. Just when we thought all would be
dwells in  the dark of night? Mom-ing dis - pels, gent - ly com-
one who is shin - ing bright, bids us to come! Life has be -
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lostt we were drawn to the light of God.
pels, and we’re drawn to the light of God.
gun when we're drawn to the light of God.
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Dawn is in  sight! Gone is the night, drawn to  the
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sight to be drawn to the light of  God.




SENDING SONG-This Little Light of Mine (#677)
Verses 1-2 before blessing as recessional, verse 3 after blessing.
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 'ty - where I g0, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - 'ty - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.



Today’s Texts Epiphany of Our Lord

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s
glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals
who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out
to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God'’s love to all people.

Prayer of the Day

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence
is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come
streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God'’s praise.

' Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. * For
darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the LORD will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. * Nations shall come to your light and kings
to the brightness of your dawn. * Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather
together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall
be carried in their nurses’ arms. ° Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill
and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the
nations shall come to you. ° A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry
of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised
salvation.

' This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles,

* for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for
you * and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as [ wrote above in a few
words, * a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery
of Christ. * In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: ° that is, the gentiles
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel.
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"Of'this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. * Although I am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ
’and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who
created all things, '’ so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. '’ This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, ' in
whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah.

"In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east
came to Jerusalem, ” asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” * When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, * and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. ° They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judabh, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. ° Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.” * When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. '’ When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.'' On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. '* And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.
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