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Welcome to Immanuel

The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and
grace.

e We are a community rooted in worship of the resurrected Christ.

e God in Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do.

o We welcome all people, receiving their stories without judgement.

o We value transparency, accuracy, and timeliness in all
communications.

o We steer into the hard questions knowing we are safe in God’s grace.

o We are eager to follow the Sprit’s lead into the future.

e We nurture all people to embody God’s work in the world.

e Our walk matches our talk.

e The arena for living our faith is the world.

o We encourage each other in the way of the cross.

This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community,

please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org.

Immanuel is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Council of Three Fires
(Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations) as well as the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Sac, Fox,
Kickapoo, and Illinois Nations. We give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial and wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.

New here? We're glad you're with us!
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In Our Prayers

To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on
the list for four weeks unless requested otherwise. Names are not published
without permission.

Jamal- Husband of an Immanuel playgroup caregiver, recovering from ankle
surgery.

Family and friends of Terry Grenz— Former member, recently passed away.
Donna Olsen- For healing.

Vehra Meta

Heidi Mayer- Undergoing cancer treatment, friend of Pat Heineman-Vernon.
Linnea Ross- For healing.

Diana Breting- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing.

Mary Henry- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. Prg){r?ers
For all victims of violence and their loved ones

For all harmed by war

For safety and support for refugees and asylum seekers

everywhere

For teachers and health care workers

For all affected by natural disasters and climate change

For those serving in the military

For leaders in our government

For the care and protection of the “Dreamers”

For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries

For farmers and others losing livelihood through change

For those recovering from surgery

For the understanding of and care for our environment
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Hark! The Herald Y v * fa ith
Angels Sing ' ) h o m e

WEEKLY MILESTONES 22
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS @
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e The twelve days of Christmas have not ended. Why do you think some people take
down their decorations early? When do you take down your decorations?
e Why is the message of Christmas so important to hear again and again?

DEVOTIONS '

Read: Ephesians 1:3-14 and John 1:1-18.

After the celebrations, it is hard to remember that we are still in the season of Christmas, a
time to focus on the power, meaning, and joy of Christ’s birth. This is when “the Word became
flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14). It is good to know that we are children of God.
Ephesians lifts this up by noting that we are adopted. The Greek text makes it clear that we are
adopted like a son. At that time, it was the son who inherited all that the father had. We, as
those adopted by God, are heirs to all that God has. What an amazing message, filled with
“grace and truth” (John 1:17). John uses the word grace (undeserved kindness) four times in
this reading, but never again. The rest of the Gospel gives us examples of this grace through
light, bread, wine, vines, water, and more. The Christmas message is worthy of an entire
season to envision and digest again and again. God comes in human form to touch us with
“grace upon grace” (John 1:16) that we may know that we are children and heirs of all that God
gives us.

Discuss: How can you continue to celebrate and live the message of Christmas?

Pray: O God of Christmas joy, remind us of your grace and truth that makes us heirs of
eternal gladness through the Word that became flesh and now still lives among us. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you show kindness to someone this week?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS #

Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it” (John 1:5). Sitin a room after dark, turn the lights out, and light a candle.
Say: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. The light no darkness can overcome.

Take a moment to think or talk about the difference between light and darkness. How does it
feel to be in the dark? What does the light provide that darkness does not? Say a prayer of
thanks to Jesus for being the light that darkness cannot overcome.

o
MILES'ON[';S In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
MINISTRY

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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The Christmas message is full of grace and truth.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 1:1-18 The Word became flesh
Monday Jeremiah 31:7-14 The joyful return of the exiles
Tuesday Ephesians 1:3-14 Spiritual blessings in Christ
Wednesday 1 Peter5:1-11 Tending the flock of God
Thursday Genesis 50:14-21 Joseph’s promise to his brothers
Friday 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 Visions from the Lord

Saturday Psalm 147:12-20 Sing and praise the Lord

Sunday Matthew 3:13-17 The baptism of Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
God of grace and truth, give us faith to believe and to live with joy, for you have entered our

world and our lives as the light that shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, just as you give us our daily bread, give us the joy of knowing the Bread of Life who
brings light to all people. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you with grace and truth.

o
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This Week at Immanuel

SUNDAY, January 4t
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship

11:30 AM Coffee Hour

MONDAY, January 5t

TUESDAY, January 6t
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup
11:30 AM Immanuel Senior Exercise Group

6:30 pm Edgewater Tutoring

WEDNESDAY, January 7t
6:00 pMm Food and Fellowship
6:30 pM Bible Study

THURSDAY, January 8t
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup
11:00 AM Staff Meeting

FRIDAY, January 9t

SATURDAY, January 10th
10:30 AM AA Meeting

SUNDAY, January 11th
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship

11:30 AM Coffee Hour

12:00 pm Sunday Crafternoon

SEE OUR INTERACTIVE CALENDAR @ IMMANUELLUTHERANCHICAGO.ORG



For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to
God. If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees!

Upcoming events

Wednesday, January 7: Bible Study (Food and fellowship at 6:00 PM,
discussion begins at 6:30 PM)

Bible study resumes with a 6-week series on the Psalms. Come early for a light meal
and some social time as per usual! Supplemental materials (the book Psalms for
Normal People) are available from Pastor Monte for a suggested donation of $20
upon request.

Sunday, January 11: Crafternoon Birthday Celebration (12:00 PM-3:00
PM)

All mediums and skill levels welcome. There will also be cake to commemorate
Immanuel’s 173"(!) anniversary.

Saturday, January 17: Women of Spirit Brunch (11:00 AM)
Additional information/programming TBA ©

Thank you to our poinsettia donors!

William Beermann- In memory of Dorothy Webster
Connie Brink- In memory of Peter, Karen, and Bob
Jessica Engle- In memory of my grandparents
The Gustafson Family- In memory of Bob and Janie Stevens and Betsy Atkinson
Wayne and Margaret Hanson- In memory of loved ones
Gary and Michelle Knapp-In memory of our parents
Skip Kuhnen- In memory of my parents George and Barbara, sisters Joy and Linda,
and nephew Joshua
Brian Koch- In memory of Jeanne Koch
George and Henrietta Lowery- In honor of Marcus-George and Enjay Lowery
Sue Rothmeyer—In Memory of Linus and Elsie Rothmeyer
Libby Trost—In honor of my Immanuel church family




