
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

January 4, 2026 
 

Welcome to Immanuel 
 

The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and 
grace. 

 
 

• We are a community rooted in worship of the resurrected Christ. 
• God in Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do. 
• We welcome all people, receiving their stories without judgement. 
• We value transparency, accuracy, and timeliness in all 

communications. 
• We steer into the hard questions knowing we are safe in God’s grace. 
• We are eager to follow the Sprit’s lead into the future. 
• We nurture all people to embody God’s work in the world. 
• Our walk matches our talk. 
• The arena for living our faith is the world. 
• We encourage each other in the way of the cross. 

 
This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All 
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you 
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community, 
please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org. 
 
Immanuel is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Council of Three Fires 
(Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations) as well as the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Sac, Fox, 
Kickapoo, and Illinois Nations. We give thanks for their presence here since time 
immemorial and wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and 
continue to call this land their home. 
 

New here?  We’re glad you’re with us!  
 
 
 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister    Alex Linn 
Presiding Minister    Alex Linn 
Music Leaders    Ricardo Ramirez, cantor 
    The Immanuel Choir 
Assisting Minister    Donna Bartz 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1500 W. Elmdale Ave.  Chicago, IL  60660 

Web: immanuellutheranchicago.org  
Email: churchonelmdale@gmail.com 

Phone: 773.743.1820 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: @immanuellutheranchicago 

Immanuel Staff & Leadership 
Rev. Monte Johnson, Pastor    pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org 
        773-758-2936 (cell) 
Jordan Collins-Brown, Minister of Youth and Households  JCBatECT@gmail.com 
Julia Reineck Steiner, Office Manager    773.743.1820 (office) 
        churchonelmdale@gmail.com 
Ricardo Ramirez, Cantor     cantor@immanuelchicago.org 
Patrick Ormond, Congregation President    patorm1561@gmail.com 
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In Our Prayers 
To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on 
the list for four weeks unless requested otherwise. Names are not published 
without permission. 
      
Jamal- Husband of an Immanuel playgroup caregiver, recovering from ankle 
surgery. 
Family and friends of Terry Grenz– Former member, recently passed away. 
Donna Olsen- For healing. 
Vehra Meta 
Heidi Mayer- Undergoing cancer treatment, friend of Pat Heineman-Vernon. 
Linnea Ross- For healing. 
Diana Breting- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. 
Mary Henry- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. 
 
For all victims of violence and their loved ones 
For all harmed by war 
For safety and support for refugees and asylum seekers 
everywhere 
For teachers and health care workers 
For all affected by natural disasters and climate change 
For those serving in the military  
For leaders in our government 
For the care and protection of the “Dreamers” 
For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries 
For farmers and others losing livelihood through change 
For those recovering from surgery 
For the understanding of and care for our environment 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This Week at Immanuel 
 
SUNDAY, January 4th  
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
 
MONDAY, January 5th   
 
TUESDAY, January 6th  
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup 
11:30 AM Immanuel Senior Exercise Group 
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 7th  
6:00 PM Food and Fellowship 
6:30 PM Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, January 8th  
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup 
11:00 AM Staff Meeting 
 
FRIDAY, January 9th   
 
SATURDAY, January 10th  
10:30 AM AA Meeting 
 
SUNDAY, January 11th  
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
12:00 PM Sunday Crafternoon 
 
 

SEE OUR INTERACTIVE CALENDAR @ IMMANUELLUTHERANCHICAGO.ORG 



For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to 
God.  If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving 
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please 
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees! 
 
 
Upcoming events 
 
Wednesday, January 7: Bible Study (Food and fellowship at 6:00 PM, 
discussion begins at 6:30 PM) 
Bible study resumes with a 6-week series on the Psalms. Come early for a light meal 
and some social time as per usual! Supplemental materials (the book Psalms for 
Normal People) are available from Pastor Monte for a suggested donation of $20 
upon request.  
 
Sunday, January 11: Crafternoon Birthday Celebration (12:00 PM-3:00 
PM) 
All mediums and skill levels welcome. There will also be cake to commemorate 
Immanuel’s 173rd(!) anniversary. 
 
Saturday, January 17: Women of Spirit Brunch (11:00 AM) 
Additional information/programming TBA J  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to our poinsettia donors! 
 

William Beermann– In memory of Dorothy Webster 
Connie Brink- In memory of Peter, Karen, and Bob 

Jessica Engle- In memory of my grandparents 
The Gustafson Family- In memory of Bob and Janie Stevens and Betsy Atkinson 

Wayne and Margaret Hanson– In memory of loved ones 
Gary and Michelle Knapp– In memory of our parents 

Skip Kuhnen- In memory of my parents George and Barbara, sisters Joy and Linda, 
and nephew Joshua 

Brian Koch– In memory of Jeanne Koch 
George and Henrietta Lowery- In honor of Marcus-George and Enjay Lowery 

Sue Rothmeyer– In Memory of Linus and Elsie Rothmeyer 
Libby Trost– In honor of my Immanuel church family 

 

 


