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Al 
congregarse 

 
The Holy 

Spirit calls us 
together as 

the people of 
God. 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 

 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 1, 2026, 10:30 am 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church w A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace 
 
 
 

Gathering 

The carillon is rung and calls all to a time of silence in preparation for worship.  
Prayers for this time are found on pg. 72 in the front of the hymnal.  
 
 
Prelude 
 Etude #2  - Phillip Glass 
 
 
The assembly stands and turns to face the cross. 
 
Gathering Song 
 Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table ACS #977 

(See page 18) 

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
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Our time of 

gathering 
continues with a 
prayer for peace 

and mercy. 
 

 
 

Kyrie 
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We join the 
angels’ song of 

praise, which 
echoes in our 

worship 
throughout the 

church year. 
  

 
Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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Palabra 
 

God speaks to 
us in scripture 

reading, 
preaching, 

silence, and 
song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Word 
First Reading  Micah 6:1-8 
 

Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 15 
The choir introduces the refrain, followed by the assembly. The assembly sings the 
verses in bold.   
 

 
Psalm tone: 

 
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
        Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
        who speak the truth | from their heart; -Refrain. 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
        they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected,  
but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
        They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their 
word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
        Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. -Refrain. 
 
 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
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An ancient 
practice at the 

announcement of 
the gospel is to 
make a sign of 

the cross on the 
forehead, the 
lips, and the 

heart, that the 
good news may 
be in our minds, 
on our lips, and 

in our hearts. 
 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

Proper verse: Rejoice | and be glad,* for your reward is | great in heaven. 
(Matt. 5:12) 
 
The refrain is repeated. 
 
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 
At the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated.  
 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.  
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
Hymn of the Day 
 Down to the River to Pray -Traditional, arr. Sheldon Curry 

(See page 19) 
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Holy Baptism 

Presentation 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 

Sponsors present the candidate for baptism. 
I present Gideon Gawne for baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses parents. 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,  
do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism,  
you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  

and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that your child may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help your child grow  
in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors. 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Gideon in the Christian faith 
as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the 
covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Response: I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support Gideon  
and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
We do. 
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At the font, the 
church recalls 

and gives thanks 
for God’s saving 

action in water 
and, trusting in 
God’s promise, 
asks God to do 

with this water all 
that God has 

promised to do in 
baptism. 

 
 

The assembly stands. 
 
Profession of Faith 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,  
and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
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At the font, the 
church recalls 

and gives thanks 
for God’s saving 

action in water 
and, trusting in 
God’s promise, 
asks God to do 

with this water all 
that God has 

promised to do in 
baptism. 

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Font 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The presiding minister continues with prayer. 
The assembly responds: Amen. 
Baptism 
 

Gideon Peter, I baptize you in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 

After the baptism, the assembly responds with an acclamation: 

 
 

The presiding minister continues with prayer and anointing. 
The assembly responds: Amen. 
 

Welcome 
A candle lit from the paschal candle is given to each of the newly baptized. 
A representative of the congregation says: 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ  
and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

The acclamation is repeated as all return to their places.
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Cena 
 

God feeds us 
with the real 
presence of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Peace 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say 
Peace be with you or similar words. Then the assembly is seated for the 
congregational announcements. 
 

Meal 
Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 
need. Loose offerings go to Immanuel’s general fund. The choir makes an offering 
of music. 

 O Lord, Who May Abide? (Psalm 15) -H. Ricardo Ramirez 
O Lord, who may abide, abide in your tent? Who may dwell upon your holy hill? 
O Lord who may abide in your tent? Those who walk blamelessly and do what is 
right. Those who walk blamelessly and speak of truth in their heart. Who despise 
wickedness, and do no evil to their friends; but who honor those who fear the 
Lord, who stand by their faith forever, who keep your promise forever. O Lord, 
who may abide in your tent? 
 
The assembly stands and sings as the table is set. 

Arise, Shine          Singing in Community #3 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the assembly responds: 
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The thanksgiving includes this sung response:  
 

 
 

The great thanksgiving concludes: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken and the assembly is invited to the table. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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Communion 
All who desire communion are welcome at Christ’s table. People may come 
forward for communion. Bread is received in the hands. Wine may be received by 
the pouring chalice into individual cups. You may also reverence the presence of 
Christ in the chalice with a solemn bow. Gluten free bread is available. People 
choosing not to commune are invited forward for a blessing and may indicate so 
by folding hands across the chest. 
  

 Lamb of God 

 
 

 Feed Us With Hunger for Justice All Creation Sings #968 

 
 

 Christ, Be Our Light #714 
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Envío 
 

God blesses 
us and sends 
us in mission 
to the world. 

 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Sending 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song 
 To Be Your Presence  #546 
 
 
Dismissal  
 
Postlude 
 Postlude on ENGELBERG (To Be Your Presence) - H. R. Ramirez 
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Today’s Texts.                Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness 
of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, mourners, the meek, those who hunger for 
righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers. In baptism we find our 
blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the 
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
 
First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit 
against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not 
want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the 
people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 
1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? 
Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, 
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 
the LORD.” 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on 
high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD 
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems 
stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work 
power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the 
cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of 
God. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed 
are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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Readings for the Week 
Monday—Wednesday reflect on the previous Sunday’s readings. 
Thursday—Saturday prepare for next Sunday. 

Monday  Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 1:1-18; Philemon 1-25 
Tuesday  Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 2:1-16; James 5:1-6 
Wednesday Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22; Luke 6:17-26 

Thursday Psalm 112:1-9; Deuteronomy 4:1-14; 1 John 5:1-5 
Friday  Psalm 112:1-9; Isaiah 29:1-12; James 3:13-18 
Saturday Psalm 112:1-9; Isaiah 29:13-16; Mark 7:1-8 
Sunday  Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]; 
Matthew 5:13-20 

 
To receive a daily email or link to these texts, visit www.dailylectio.net and sign up.  
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COMMUNION HYMN- Christ Be Our Light (#714) 

 
 
 



SENDING SONG– To Be Your Presence (#546) 
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WELCOME TO IMMANUEL 

 
We rejoice that diversity in God’s creation 

enriches, nurtures, and challenges our life together 
as followers of Jesus Christ and as servants to the world. 

 
Because we believe that God’s grace is truly amazing, 

we are committed to welcoming all people to this place.  
No matter where you come from, no matter what age, race,  

socio-economic, family, or immigration status,  
no matter what gender identity, gender expression  

or sexual orientation, you are welcome here. 
 

Grace is for everyone, or it isn’t grace.  It’s that simple, it’s that amazing! 
 


