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Welcome to Immanuel

The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and
grace.

e We are a community rooted in worship of the resurrected Christ.

e God in Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do.

o We welcome all people, receiving their stories without judgement.

o We value transparency, accuracy, and timeliness in all
communications.

o We steer into the hard questions knowing we are safe in God’s grace.

o We are eager to follow the Sprit’s lead into the future.

e We nurture all people to embody God’s work in the world.

e Our walk matches our talk.

e The arena for living our faith is the world.

o We encourage each other in the way of the cross.

This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community,

please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org.

Immanuel is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Council of Three Fires
(Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations) as well as the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Sac, Fox,
Kickapoo, and Illinois Nations. We give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial and wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.

New here? We're glad you're with us!
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In Our Prayers

To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on
the list for four weeks unless requested otherwise. Names are not published

without permission.

Carla Ott Oldre- Cousin of the Lowery family, for healing from cancer.

Paul Shahata- For healing.

Donna Olsen- For healing.

Linnea Ross- For healing.

Diana Breting- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing.
Mary Henry- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing.

For all victims of violence and their loved ones

For all harmed by war

For safety and support for refugees and asylum seekers
everywhere

For teachers and health care workers

For all affected by natural disasters and climate change
For those serving in the military

For leaders in our government

For the care and protection of the “Dreamers”

For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries
For farmers and others losing livelihood through change
For those recovering from surgery

For the understanding of and care for our environment

Prayers
of the
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What Does the Lord . y # fa ith
Require of You? ) h ome

WEEKLY MILESTONES 22

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS G@

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

o How has someone shown you kindness recently?
e Where have you seen God’s mercy and kindness in action?

DEVOTIONS '

Read: Micah 6:1-8 and Matthew 5:1-12.

In the reading from Micah, God is pleading a court case against Israel. The people have turned
from God, but God wonders how this could be. The guilt of the people is on themselves
because God has done marvelous things for the people by bringing them out of Egypt and
slavery and giving them leaders like Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Their enemies were
conquered. With their guilt before them, the people wonder what the appropriate penance is.
Is it thousands of sacrifices? Is it endless amounts of holy oils? Sacrifice one’s own child?
Nothing will do but “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your

God” (Micah 6.8). In the Beatitudes of Matthew 5:1-12, Jesus offers a similar path for faithful
followers: poverty of spirit, humility, and mercy. The larger Gospel of Matthew cannot be
understood without the content of the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount. This is the
path for us to be satisfied and blessed, the path of living as a disciple with purpose.

Discuss: How easy or difficult is it to live as a disciple?

Pray: Dear God, give us the simple joy of trust in you by living a life of purpose that seeks
justice, kindness, and humility with you and all people, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you bless someone with a spirit of humility?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Matthew 5:3-11 speaks of blessings. A wonderful ritual to practice regularly in your home is
that of blessing one another. When we bless another, we are calling upon God to show
goodness and kindness to them, as well as demonstrating our own care and concern for them.
There are three basic elements to a personal blessing— God’s name, words, and touch (e.g. a
hand on a shoulder, or making the sign of the cross on their forehead or palm). Consider
blessing one another at mealtimes, bedtimes, and at daily farewells with family and friends.
Say: May God bless you with kindness and mercy.

o
MILES]ONES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
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effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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FOURTH SUNDAY K takin _

AFTER EPIPHANY % _ .. faith
home

Do justice and love kindness.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 5:1-12 Sermon on the Mount
Monday Micah 6:1-8 True obedience
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Maessage of the cross
Wednesday Proverbs 21:12-15 When justice is done
Thursday Romans 12:9-13 Marks of a Christian
Friday Isaiah 1:11-17 Rescue the oppressed
Saturday Psalm 15 Life of the blameless
Sunday Matthew 5:13-20 Salt and light

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require
of you but to do justice, and love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God? Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Merciful God, bless us with contentment to a life lived pursuing justice, kindness, and humility.
Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
We thank you for the gift of each day and the food that nourishes us. Help us to show our thanks
with compassion for others. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you find peace and comfort in God.

)
MILES'ONES
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This Week at Immanuel

SUNDAY, February 1t
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship

11:30 AM Coffee Hour

MONDAY, February 2nd
6:30 pm Edgewater Tutoring

TUESDAY, February 3
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup
11:30 AM Immanuel Seniors Exercise Group

6:30 pm Edgewater Tutoring

WEDNESDAY, February 4t
6:00 pMm Food and Fellowship
6:30 pM Bible Study

THURSDAY, February 5t
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup
11:00 AM Staff Meeting

FRIDAY, February 6t

SATURDAY, February 7t
10:30 AM AA Meeting

SUNDAY, February 8t
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship

11:30 AM Coffee Hour

12:00 pm Sunday Crafternoon

SEE OUR INTERACTIVE CALENDAR @ IMMANUELLUTHERANCHICAGO.ORG



For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to
God. If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees!

Upcoming Church Events
Sunday, February 8t': Sunday Crafternoon (12:00 PM-2:00PM)

craft
together

Sunday, Feb 8th

from 12pm to 2pm
In the Olin Center

Join other Immanuel crafters in making a
“Melt the Ice Hat”

Background: “In the 1940’s, Norwegians made and wore red pointed hats with a tassel
as a form of visual protest against Nazi occupation of their country. Within two years, the
Nazis made these protest hats illegal and punishable by law to wear, make, or
distribute.” In the spirit of this resistance, a MN knitting shop has released a red pointed
hat pattern for folks to knit or crochet in 2026.

If you’d like to participate:
 Please purchase the $5 knit or crochet pattern here s g}
¢ The proceeds go to MN mutual aid

Bring:

« Circular knitting needles (size noted on pattern)
 Or crochet hook (size noted on pattern)
e 200-250 yds DK weight RED yarn

Sunday, February 15t%: Semiannual
Meeting and Pancake Breakfast (after
worship)

Church leadership will present key takeaways
from this year’s annual report. Copies will be
available for distribution. All are invited to
attend!

Wednesday, February 25th: Lenten
Book Discussion (6:30 PM, soup and I
social time at 6:00PM) oo
This Lent we'll meet every Wednesday to ABUSE, AND OTHEREVILS
discuss God Can't by theologian Thomas Jay

Oord. Contact Pastor Monte for a copy.

Synodwide Youth Events

Contact Jordan Collins-Brown at
JCBatECT@gmail.com for more information
or to get registered.

THOMAS JAY OORD

Friday April 17: Ultimate Lock-In for grades 6-12 at the Enchanted Castle (Lombard,
IL).

Sunday, June 21-Friday, June 26: Campfirmation for grades 8-10 (completed) at
Augustana College (Rock Island, IL).
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