
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

March 1, 2026 
 

Welcome to Immanuel 
 

The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and 
grace. 

 
 

• We are a community rooted in worship of the resurrected Christ. 
• God in Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do. 
• We welcome all people, receiving their stories without judgement. 
• We value transparency, accuracy, and timeliness in all 

communications. 
• We steer into the hard questions knowing we are safe in God’s grace. 
• We are eager to follow the Sprit’s lead into the future. 
• We nurture all people to embody God’s work in the world. 
• Our walk matches our talk. 
• The arena for living our faith is the world. 
• We encourage each other in the way of the cross. 

 
This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All 
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you 
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community, 
please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org. 
 
Immanuel is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Council of Three Fires 
(Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations) as well as the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Sac, Fox, 
Kickapoo, and Illinois Nations. We give thanks for their presence here since time 
immemorial and wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and 
continue to call this land their home. 
 

New here?  We’re glad you’re with us!  
 
 
 

Serving Today 
Preaching Minister    Rev. Monte Johnson 
Presiding Minister    Rev. Monte Johnson 
Music Leaders    Ricardo Ramirez, cantor 
    The Immanuel Choir 
Assisting Minister    Jordan Collins-Brown 
Reader    Nadine Willis 
Crucifer/Communion Assistant  Libby Trost 
Greeters    Barb & Gary Ross 
Bread Baker    Barb Ross  
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1500 W. Elmdale Ave.  Chicago, IL  60660 

Web: immanuellutheranchicago.org  
Email: churchonelmdale@gmail.com 

Phone: 773.743.1820 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: @immanuellutheranchicago 

Immanuel Staff & Leadership 
Rev. Monte Johnson, Pastor    pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org 
        773-758-2936 (cell) 
Jordan Collins-Brown, Minister of Youth and Households  JCBatECT@gmail.com 
Julia Reineck Steiner, Office Manager    773.743.1820 (office) 
        churchonelmdale@gmail.com 
Ricardo Ramirez, Cantor     cantor@immanuelchicago.org 
Patrick Ormond, Congregation President    patorm1561@gmail.com 
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In Our Prayers 
To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on 
the list for four weeks unless requested otherwise. Names are not published 
without permission. 
      
Skip Kuhnen- For comfort in grief. 
Heidi Mayer- Undergoing pancreatic cancer treatment, friend of Pat Heineman-
Vernon. 
Carole Stinaff 
George Schelter- For healing. 
Brian Koch- For healing, having back surgery next month. 
Tim Taylor- Cousin of Claudia Hampsher, for comfort. 
Donna Olsen- For healing. 
Linnea Ross- For healing. 
Diana Breting- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. 
Mary Henry- Sister of Michelle Knapp, for healing. 
 
For all victims of violence and their loved ones 
For all harmed by war 
For safety and support for refugees and asylum seekers 
everywhere 
For teachers and health care workers 
For all affected by natural disasters and climate change 
For those serving in the military  
For leaders in our government 
For the care and protection of the “Dreamers” 
For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries 
For farmers and others losing livelihood through change 
For those recovering from surgery 
For the understanding of and care for our environment 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This Week at Immanuel 
 
SUNDAY, March 1st  
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Godly Play 
11:45 AM Coffee Hour 
 
MONDAY, March 2nd  
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 
TUESDAY, March 3rd  
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup 
11:30 AM Seniors Exercise Group 
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 4th  
6:00 PM Food & Fellowship  
6:30 PM Lenten Book Discussion 
 
THURSDAY, March 5th  
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup 
11:00 AM Staff Meeting 
6:00 PM Young Adults’ Group (OFFSITE)  
 
FRIDAY, March 6th  
 
SATURDAY, March 7th   
10:30 AM AA Meeting 
 
SUNDAY, March 8th  
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Godly Play 
11:45 AM Coffee Hour 
12:00 PM On the Way 
 
 
 
 

SEE OUR INTERACTIVE CALENDAR @ IMMANUELLUTHERANCHICAGO.ORG 



For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to 
God.  If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving 
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please 
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees! 
 
Upcoming Church Events 
 

Sunday, March 22: Bonus Book Club (12:00 PM) 
Can't make it to a weekly discussion? Join us for a Bonus (one-time) Book Club in 
Lent!  
 

On Sunday, March 22 from 12-1:30, we'll discuss The Serviceberry by Robin 
Wall Kimmerer. This very short book (only 109 pages) uses the serviceberry plant 
as a metaphor to explore themes of gratitude, reciprocity, and community, 
contrasting the "gift economy" of nature with our scarcity-based human economies -- 
expanding on some of the ideas from her bestseller Braiding Sweetgrass. Join us for 
lunch and conversation! 
 

Monday, June 15-Thursday June 28: Vacation Bible School (12:30PM-
4:00PM) 
Registration is Open for children ages 4-11! 
 

This year’s theme is “At the Table,” a curriculum driven by the belief that all of our 
stories are sacred and deserve to be shared because they are part of God’s story. So 
much of the post-resurrection story as described in the Gospel of Luke–  from the 
vulnerability shown to others, to the willingness to listen and tell one’s own story, to 
the revelation of God around a meal – resonates with ELCA World Hunger’s 
dedication to advocacy. While high-level political advocacy is often too abstract for 
children, we can invite kids to grow as storytellers and storyhearers in preparation 
for a life lived on behalf of others. 
 

Attendance is free and lunch is provided. Scan the following QR code to register your 
child:  
 

 

 
 

Intended for adults in their 20s and 30s, the first meeting will be at Nate and 
Kelsey’s house (see the enews for exact location!). Scan the code below for a form to 

express interest, sign up to host future meetings, or suggest activities. 
 

 


