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Al 
congregarse 

 
The Holy 

Spirit calls us 
together as 

the people of 
God. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Time after Pentecost—Season of Creation 

Immanuel Lutheran Church w A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace 
 
 

Gathering 

The carillon is rung and calls all to a time of silence in preparation for worship. 
Prayers for this time are found on page 72 in the front of the hymnal.  
 
Prelude 
 Preludio sobre “Alabaré” - H.R. Ramirez 
 
 
The assembly stands and turns to face the cross as it enters. 
 
Gathering Song 
 All Creatures, Worship God Most High #835 
 
Greeting 
During this time, the presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 
Response: And also with you. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our hope, our heart, our 
home.  
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end, 
we confess that we participate in systems 
that perpetuate oppression and injustice. 
We are often numb to the pain of the world around us, 
resistant to change that costs us something, 
and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We sin against your good creation, 
failing to be faithful stewards 
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. 
Make your home among us once more, O God, 
naming us beloved and opening our hearts 
to do your will.  
Amen. 
 

The presiding minister announces the blessings of God. 
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. 
May the sparks of God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. 
May the universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 
May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. 
Let earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit. 
Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul 
and fresh awakenings rise within us. 
May the mighty angels of light glisten in all things this day.  
May they summon us to reverence, may they call us to life. 
This day, tonight and forever. 
Amen. 
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Palabra 
 

God speaks to 
us in scripture 

reading, 
preaching, 
song, and 

silence. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Hymn of Praise 

 Let the Whole Creation Cry (Stanza 1)     #876 

 

Prayer of the Day  

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Blessed be the One who creates all things. 
The Holy One’s love is new every morning. 
Let us pray. 
 

Word	

First Reading  Job 39:1-18 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Let the whole cre

  
a tion cry,

   
"Glo ry to the

  
Lord on high!"- - -

     
Heav'n and earth, a

  
wake and sing,

   
"Praise to our al

  
might y king!"- - -

      
Praise God, an gel

  
hosts a bove,

   
ev er bright and

  
fair in love;- - -

     
sun and moon, lift

  
up your voice;

   
night and stars, in

  
God, re joice.-

Let the Whole Creation Cry

© 

ELW 876
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The meditation  
bell calls us to a 

time of silent 
reflection as we 

continue to listen 
how God speaks 

through the 
scriptures. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm Psalm 121 
The choir sings the refrain, the assembly sings the verses in bold to the psalm tone 
below. 
 
Refrain:  

 
Psalm tone: 

 

1 I lift up my eyes to the | hills; 
        from where is my help to | come? 
2 My help comes from the | Lord, 
        the maker of heaven and | earth. 
3 The Lord will not let your foot be | moved 
        nor will the one who watches over you fall as- | leep. 
4 Behold, the keeper of | Israel 
        will neither slumber nor | sleep; 
5 the Lord watches over | you; 
        the Lord is your shade at your right | hand; 
6 the sun will not strike you by | day, 
        nor the moon by | night. 
7 The Lord will preserve you from all | evil 
        and will keep your | life. 
8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming | in, 
        from this time forth forever- | more. 
 
Second Reading Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-5 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel 
Acclamation may 

be sung in 
English or 

Spanish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

An ancient 
practice at the 

announcement of 
the gospel is to 
make a sign of 

the cross on the 
forehead, the 
lips, and the 

heart, that the 
good news may 
be in our minds, 
on our lips, and 

in our hearts. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Choir, then all. 

 

Proper verse: Jesus says, I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit 
that will last. (John 15:16) 
 

The alleluias are repeated. 
 
Gospel Matthew 21:33-46 
At the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.  
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
Hymn of the Day 
 To the Endless Day  
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Blessing of Animals 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly and continues with prayer.  

During the singing, an individual blessing is said over each animal and guardian.  
After the blessing, they may return to their seats. 

 All Things Bright and Beautiful 
 The assembly sings the refrain, the choir sings the verses. 

 
1 Each little flower that opens,  3 The cold wind in the winter, 
 each little bird that sings,    the pleasant summer sun, 
 God made their glowing colors,  the ripe fruits in the garden, 
 God made their tiny wings.   God made them ev’ry one.   
 
2 The purple-headed mountains, 4 God gave us eyes to see them, 
 the river running by,     and lips that we might tell 
 the sunset, and the morning   how great is God Almighty, 
 that brightens up the sky.     who has made all things well. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Peace 
The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
The presence and peace of Christ is with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say 
Peace be with you or similar words. Then the assembly is seated for the 
congregational announcements. 
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Cena 
 
 

God feeds us 
with the 

presence of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meal 
Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 
need. Loose offerings go to Care for Real, our neighborhood food pantry. During 
this time, the choir makes an offering of music. 

A Vineyard Grows -K. Lee Scott 
 
Amid the world’s bleak wilderness, a vineyard grows with promise green, the 
planting of the Lord himself. His love selected this terrain; his vine with love he 
planted here to bear the choicest fruit for him. We are his branches, chosen, dear, 
and though we feel the dresser’s knife, we are the objects of his care. From him 
we draw the juice of life, for him supply his winery with fruit from which true 
joys derive. Vine, keep what I was meant to be: your branch, with your rich life in 
me.     
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful        #183 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The liturgical 
music used today 

is taken from 
Ronald A. 

Nelson’s Setting 
Four in 

Evangelical 
Lutheran 
Worship 

and Bob Hurd’s 
Misa del Pueblo 

Inmigrante. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds: 
 

 
 

The Thanksgiving continues with the following responses: 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; present now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,  
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
Amen. 
 



 

 10 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lamb of God 
may be sung in 

English or 
Spanish. 

The Great Thanksgiving concludes: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins   
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Communion 
All who desire communion are welcome at Christ’s table. People may come forward for 
communion. Bread is received in the hands. Wine may be received by the pouring chalice 
into individual cups. You may also reverence the presence of Christ in the chalice with a 
solemn bow. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. People choosing not to 
commune are invited forward for a blessing and may indicate so by folding hands across 
the chest. 
 

Lamb of God 
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Envío 

 
 

God blesses 
us and sends 
us in mission 
to the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Here is Bread for the Hungry Soul Singing in Community  #26 

 

 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace Worship and Praise #95 

(See page 16) 

The assembly stands. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Sending 
Blessing 

Sending Song 
 Alabaré With One Voice #791 

(See page 17) 

Dismissal 
Response: Thanks be to God the Creator. 
 
Postlude 
 Festal Postlude on “Laßt uns erfreuen”  - William Faulkes 
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Today’s Texts Time after Pentecost—Season of Creation 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Most present, loving, good Creator, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the 
vanities of the human world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may delight in 
shared life with your whole Creation in perfectness of joy; through Jesus the Wisdom of 
Creation, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, this day, tomorrow 
and forever. Amen. 
 
First Reading – Job 39:1-18 
 
1 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you observe the calving of the 
deer? 2 Can you number the months that they fulfill, and do you know the time when they 
give birth, 3 when they crouch to give birth to their offspring and are delivered of their 
young? 4 Their young ones become strong; they grow up in the open; they go forth and do 
not return to them. 5 “Who has let the wild ass go free? Who has loosed the bonds of the 
swift ass, 6 to which I have given the steppe for its home, the salt land for its dwelling 
place? 7 It scorns the tumult of the city; it does not hear the shouts of the driver. 8 It ranges 
the mountains as its pasture, and it searches after every green thing. 9 “Is the wild ox 
willing to serve you? Will it spend the night at your crib? 10 Can you tie it in the furrow 
with ropes, or will it harrow the valleys after you? 11 Will you depend on it because its 
strength is great, and will you hand over your labor to it? 12 Do you have faith in it that it 
will return and bring your grain to your threshing floor? 
13 “The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, though its pinions lack plumage. 14 For it leaves its eggs 
to the earth and lets them be warmed on the ground, 15 forgetting that a foot may crush 
them and that a wild animal may trample them. 16 It deals cruelly with its young, as if they 
were not its own; though its labor should be in vain, yet it has no fear; 17 because God has 
made it forget wisdom and given it no share in understanding. 18 When it spreads its 
plumes aloft, it laughs at the horse and its rider. 
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Second Reading – Revelation 21:1-6, 22:1-5 
 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5 And the one who 
was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life. 
22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either 
side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month, and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will 
be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
 
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect 
his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the 
same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when 
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease 
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’? 
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43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Music: Hispanic Heritage Month 
 

Hispanic Heritage Month is a month-long celebration of Hispanic and Latino history and 
culture. While we celebrate Hispanic and Latino communities beyond this month, from 

September 15 to October 15 we give extra recognition to the many contributions made to 
the history and culture of the United States, including important advocacy work, vibrant 

art in song and music, popular and traditional foods, and much more. 
The Latino presence in America spans centuries, predating Spain’s colonization of what is 

now part of the United States, and they have been an integral part of shaping our nation 
since the Revolutionary War. Today, the Latino population in the United States today is 

over 60 million (18.9%	of	the	total	population), according to the U.S. Census Bureau.  
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GATHERING SONG- All Creatures, Worship God Most High 
(#835) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING SONG- Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (#183) 
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Readings for the Week Nineteenth Week of Pentecost 

Monday—Wednesday reflect on the previous Sunday’s readings. 
Thursday—Saturday prepare for next Sunday. 

Monday  Psalm 144, Ezekiel 19:10-14, 1 Peter 2:4-10 
Tuesday  Psalm 144, Isaiah 27:1-6, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Wednesday  Psalm 144, Song of Solomon 8:5-14, John 11:45-57 

Thursday  Psalm 23, Isaiah 22:1-8a, 1 Peter 5:1-5,12-14 
Friday   Psalm 23, Isaiah 22:8b-14, James 4:4-10 
Saturday  Psalm 23, Isaiah 24:17-23, Mark 2:18-22 
Sunday   Isaiah 25:1-9, Psalm 23, Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14 

To receive a daily email or link to these texts, visit www.dailylectio.net and sign up. 
 
 
 
Today’s Commemoration 
Francis of Assisi, d. 1226 

Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant. In a public 
confrontation with his father, he renounced his wealth and 
future inheritance and devoted himself to serving the poor. 
Francis described this act as being “wedded to Lady 
Poverty.” Under his leadership, the Order of Friars Minor 
(Franciscans) was formed, and they took literally Jesus’ 
words to his disciples that they should take nothing on their 
journey and receive no payment for their work. Their task in preaching was to “use words if 
necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gladness and gratitude for all of God’s creation. His 
commemoration on October 4th has been a traditional time to bless pets and animals, 
creatures Francis called his brothers and sisters. A prayer and a hymn attributed to Francis 
are included in Evangelical Lutheran Worship (p. 87, #835). 
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Texts and music of the liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23242 and OneLicense A-711897. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All Creatures Worship God Most High text by Martin 
A. Seltz © 1997, Augsburg Fortress. Words and music from Misa del Pueblo Inmigrante by Bob Hurd, © 2005, 2010 OCP 
Publications. Here is Bread for the Hungry Soul by Mary Kay Beal and John Carter © 2014 Hope Publishing Company. Make 
Me a Channel of Your Peace by Sebastian Temple © 1967 OCP. Alabaré by José Pagán and Manuel José Alonso © 1979, 
Manuel José Alonso y José Pagán. Derechos reservados. Administradora exclusiva en Norteamérica: OCP. All used with 
permission under OneLicense A-711897. Order of Forgiveness and Benediction by John Phillip Newell from Praying With 
the Earth © 2022 Eerdmans Publishing Co. To the Endless Day text by David Warner © 2026 David Warner. All rights 
reserved, used with permission. 
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WELCOME TO IMMANUEL 

 
We rejoice that diversity in God’s creation 

enriches, nurtures, and challenges our life together 
as followers of Jesus Christ and as servants to the world. 

 
Because we believe that God’s grace is truly amazing, 

we are committed to welcoming all people to this place.  
No matter where you come from, no matter what age, race,  

socio-economic, family, or immigration status,  
no matter what gender identity,  

or sexual orientation, you are welcome here. 
 

Grace is for everyone or it isn’t grace.  It’s that simple, it’s that amazing! 
 

 


