
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

October 4, 2026 
 

Welcome to Immanuel 
 

The community of Immanuel strives to be a living sanctuary of hope and 
grace. 

 
 

• We are a community rooted in worship of the resurrected Christ. 
• God in Christ is at the center of who we are and what we do. 
• We welcome all people, receiving their stories without judgement. 
• We value transparency, accuracy, and timeliness in all 

communications. 
• We steer into the hard questions knowing we are safe in God’s grace. 
• We are eager to follow the Sprit’s lead into the future. 
• We nurture all people to embody God’s work in the world. 
• Our walk matches our talk. 
• The arena for living our faith is the world. 
• We encourage each other in the way of the cross. 

 
This worship folder and the red hymnal in the pews will guide you through our liturgy. All 
who desire communion are welcome to receive. Instructions are in the worship folder. If you 
are not baptized and are interested in knowing more about life in Christian community, 
please contact the pastor at pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org. 
 
Immanuel is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Council of Three Fires 
(Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations) as well as the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Sac, Fox, 
Kickapoo, and Illinois Nations. We give thanks for their presence here since time 
immemorial and wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and 
continue to call this land their home. 
 

New here?  We’re glad you’re with us!  
 
 
 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister    Rev. Monte Johnson 
Presiding Minister    Rev. Monte Johnson 
Assisting Minister    Chuck Carper 
Music Leader    Ricardo Ramirez, cantor 
    The Immanuel Choir 
Reader    Pat Heineman-Vernon 
Crucifer/Communion Assistant  Jessica Engle 
Greeters    Margaret & Wayne Hanson 
Bread Baker    Barb Ross 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1500 W. Elmdale Ave.  Chicago, IL  60660 

Web: immanuellutheranchicago.org  
Email: churchonelmdale@gmail.com 

Phone: 773.743.1820 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: @immanuellutheranchicago 

Immanuel Staff & Leadership 
Rev. Monte Johnson, Pastor    pastormonte@immanuelchicago.org 
        773-758-2936 (cell) 
Jordan Collins-Brown, Minister of Youth and Households  JCBatECT@gmail.com 
Julia Reineck Steiner, Office Manager    773.743.1820 (office) 
        churchonelmdale@gmail.com 
Ricardo Ramirez, Cantor     cantor@immanuelchicago.org 
Patrick Ormond, Congregation President    patorm1561@gmail.com 
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In Our Prayers 
To add a prayer request, please contact the church office. Names will be kept on 
the list for four weeks unless requested otherwise. Names are not published 
without permission. 
      
Vicki Vander- For healing. 
Family and friends of Mary Henry- Recently passed away, sister of Michelle 
Knapp. 
Tim Grassell- For healing. 
William Klein- Friend of Natalie Holz, for healing. 
George Schelter- For healing. 
Brian Koch- For healing, recovering from a hip replacement. 
The Drummond family- Friends of Libby Trost, grieving the death of their 
grandson/son/nephew Mason. 
Linda Kraus- Peter Kraus’ sister in hospice care, for comfort. 
Carla Kraus- Sister of Peter Kraus, caregiving for Linda. 
Heidi Mayer- Undergoing pancreatic cancer treatment, friend of Pat Heineman-
Vernon. 
Donna Olsen- For healing. 
Linnea Ross- For healing. 
 
For all victims of violence and their loved ones 
For all harmed by war and that peace may prevail 
For safety and support for refugees and asylum seekers 
everywhere 
For all affected by natural disasters and climate change, especially those in the 
path of wildfires and those recovering from storm and tornado damage in the 
Midwest. 
For those serving in the military  
For leaders in our government 
For children and families of tutoring and play group ministries 
For those recovering from surgery 
For the understanding of and care for our environment 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This Week at Immanuel 
SUNDAY, October 4th  
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:45 AM Coffee Hour 
3:00 PM Care For Real Appreciation Barbecue  
 
 

MONDAY, October 5th  
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 

TUESDAY, October 6th  
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup 
11:30 AM Immanuel Senior Exercise Group 
6:30 PM Edgewater Tutoring 
 

WEDNESDAY, October 7th  
 
 

THURSDAY, October 8th  
10:30 AM Immanuel Together Playgroup 
11:00 AM Staff Meeting 
 
 

FRIDAY, October 9th   
 
SATURDAY, October 10th  
10:00 AM Men’s Group @ Hearts and Flour Café 
10:30 AM AA Meeting 
 
 

SUNDAY, October 11th  
9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal  
9:00 AM Blood Drive  
10:30 AM Worship  
11:45 AM Coffee Hour 
12:00 PM Sunday Crafternoon  
 
 

SEE OUR INTERACTIVE CALENDAR @ IMMANUELLUTHERANCHICAGO.ORG 



 
For members of the Immanuel community, offering is part of our expression of gratitude to 
God.  If you are visiting with us, your presence here is already a great gift. If God is moving 
you to give, use the pew envelope or visit our website. (QR code on back cover). Please 
consider helping any online gift go further by covering transaction fees! 
 
Upcoming Church Events 
 

 
 
Sunday, October 11: Red Cross Blood Drive (9:00AM-2:00PM) 
Appointments are preferred, you can schedule yours by calling 1-800-733-2767 or 
scanning the following QR code:  
 
 
 
Sunday, October 18: Fall Vaccine Clinic (9:00AM-3:00PM) 
Pharmacists will be on hand to administer seasonal vaccines (Flu, Covid, and RSV). 
Most insurances accepted, and some additional cost coverage options may be 
available. Please contact Patrick Ormond with any questions or to inquire about 
availability of a particular vaccine. 
 
Sunday, October 18: Congregational Budget Hearing (after worship) 
Finance committee will present its budget proposal for 2027 and hear congregational 
feedback as they prepare their final draft. 

 
Wednesday, October 21 (6:30 PM, meal beforehand at 6:00 PM): 
Discipleship and Life Together with Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
The story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life (1906-45) is set within historic events that 
shaped a century. His leadership in the Anti-Nazi Confessing Church and his 
participation in the resistance make him an inspiring and insightful teacher for 
today.  His personal courage and his theology of costly grace paint a clear path for 
discipleship. 
  

Meet us downstairs in the Olin Center for a light dinner at 6:00 PM on 
Wednesdays, 10/21 – 11/18, followed by discussion of Bonhoeffer’s Cost of 
Discipleship and Life Together from 6:30 – 8:00 PM.  No book required.  A free 
electronic and/or hard copy of reading materials and video links are included. Please 
let Pastor Monte know if you would like to participate! 
 
Sunday, November 1: All Saints’ Day Benefit Concert (3:00 PM) 
We continue a new musical tradition in the congregation with our 3rd annual All 
Saints’ Benefit Concert featuring sacred music celebrating the lives and words of the 
saints. A free will offering will be taken, with all proceeds benefitting Immanuel’s 
music ministry. 
 
CROP Walk: Walking Together for Hunger Relief 
CROP Walk raises money for hunger relief organizations in our city and around the 
world. This year's route steps off at 1:30 PM on Sunday, October 18 from First 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Pilsen (1124 S Ashland Ave), and walkers have a 
choice between 1 mile and 5k walks through the neighborhood. 
 
If you'd like to join Immanuel's team, contact Henrietta Lowery at 312-533-8367, 
who is also coordinating transportation to the walk site. You can also donate to 
support our team at bit.ly/ielccropwalk26. 


